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IT BEGINS AND ENDS  
WITH A TREE  

At my house growing up, it seemed like we had a million trees in our yard. There was a 
giant oak in the front yard that every obligatory holiday photo was taken in front of– from 
the first day of school pics to Halloween costumes to those Easter outfits. The backyard 
had a giant pine tree and two mesquite trees, that grew right next to each other, where it 
was like one tree with two trunks. The pine tree grew up and tall; the mesquite tree grew 
out and low to the ground. The mesquite was the best climbing tree though – it was low 
enough you could climb up the large trunks and you really only fell a few feet down if 
you lost balance. Over time though, age, weather, and this Texas clay dirt took all the 
big trees. One by one, year by year, the yard became less shaded and more attacked 
by the sun. All save one: that mesquite tree. It has weathered all the storms, the 
freezes, and the summer heat.  

Trees aren’t something I typically notice or appreciate on a daily basis. But, when I was 
reading this week’s scripture, Genesis 3:1-7, I couldn’t help but notice the tree. This is 
the story of “the fall,” the first time man and woman defy the laws of God.  

We can argue all day long about this story – who was the first to blame, why is there evil 
in the garden at all, etc. But the part of the story I want you to think about today is the 
tree. The tree itself isn’t evil; it’s a tree. It buries its roots into the earth, grows tall and 
strong, bears fruit and shade to provide protection to others. Yet, surrounding it is a 
scene that has caused strife and anguish for generations. But I would argue it is not just 
about the bite of a piece of fruit that started all this – it was the missed opportunity to 
trust and follow God. Adam and Eve were given a chance to choose God over 
themselves and they didn’t. Nor do we to be honest. Every day I choose my way over 
God’s. Every day I think I know better than He does. Every day I miss an opportunity 
(well, really a lot of opportunities) to follow God.  

Luckily for us, there’s still good news to be had: the separation from God may have 
started at that tree in Genesis, but it ended at a different tree in Calvary. Jesus’ death 
and resurrection brought new meaning to the Tree of Life. So while we may falter, miss 
and stumble poorly through opportunity after opportunity to follow God, Jesus has got 
us. Opportunities to follow God are given to us all the time, just like there’s a tree at 
every corner. God will not give up on having a relationship with us.  
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One day we heard a giant loud crack and looked out into the backyard to see the two 
trunks of the Mesquite tree had split at the center, like the breaking of the turkey 
wishbone. We thought it had finally lost its battle with the Texas heat. Yet, it is still 
growing, still surviving, still claiming this plot of land as its own. The great news is, we 
get to be that mesquite tree. We get to keep trying, keep growing toward God and the 
relationship He wants with us because we are always rooted in Jesus.  


